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Hi there! 

Ostrich has asked me to 
warn you about the sea 
slugs she has featured 
this week. They taste 
horrible, and their bright 
colours are a naming to 
Mould-be predators. I wouldn't 
eat one anynav, not even with chips... 

Do you know that there are only ten more 
issues of The Lion King to come as it ends 
at Issue 80? Sad. isn't it? . 



There are 1 2 ants, just 
like this one, hidden in 
the pages of this magazine 
Can you find them all? 
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Our best wishes to this young 
harp seal who will soon be off 
to take his chances in the Arctic 
sea - at only 15 days old. Why 
the hurry? Harp seal pups are born 
the sea ice just at the time that it s 
break up. This means that they are safe from 
heavy (and hungry) polar bears, but must grow 
quickly if they are to survive an extremely chilly 
dip. Their mums feed them lots of very rich milk 
and they treble their weight in a fortnight. 




If you want to write to a Portuguese 
man-of-war, you should begin with 'Dear Sirs'. 
This is because you are not writing to a single 
animal, but to a colony of animals. One type 
forms the floating gas-filled balloon, while 
others, called zooids, form the 
trailing tentacles. Fortunately, 
they never argue about which If 
way to go because they are at ^ 

the mercy of the wind and it jf^ a 

blows them where it will. ^ 
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, Three great press cards so 
a that you too can report on 
the latest Grapevine news. 
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COLOUR IT IN 



've really missed you. Simba." 
« W said Nala. overcome with 

emotion. ‘Tve really missed 
you. too," Simba replied. Then Nala 
turned away embarrassed. "It's... it's 
like you’re back from the dead. You 
don’t know how much this will mean 
to everyone... what it means to me. 
We’ve really needed you at home. 
Everything’s destroyed. There’s no 
food, no water." 











SIMBA’S^ 




' WORLD 



For years, these long-nosed, long-legged creatures 

HAVE PUZZLED SCIENTISTS - WHICH GROUP OF MAMMALS DO 
THEY BELONG TO? THEY NOW BELIEVE THAT ELEPHANT 
SHREWS BELONG TO AN ORDER OF THEIR OWN. 

Elephant Shrews 



There are fifteen different kinds of these small 
mammals and they are found in a variety of 
habitats — deserts, lowland forests, mountains and 
savannahs throughout most of Africa, except for the 
west. Elephant shrews got their name because, like 
true shrews, they have long snouts and these 
reminded people of elephants' trunks. But in fact 



they do not belong to the shrew family - their legs 
are longer and their long tails are more like those 
of rats. 

There are two groups of elephant shrews: giant 
and small. They range in size from about 1 1cm in 
the short-eared elephant shrew, to 28cm (that's about 
twice the size of a mole) in the golden-rumi^ed. 



< BIG EYES 
Most elephant 
shrews, like this 
north African one, 
have big eyes, a 
long nose and 
long, sensitive 
whiskers. 



VCRUNCHERS 
Elephant shrews 
crunch up their 
food with their 
sharp teeth. 



FINDING FOOD 

Elephant shrews mainly eat 
invertebrates, especially 
termites and ants. Giant 
elephant shrews use their long 
snouts to probe in the leaf 
litter and dig down into the 
soil with their front claws. 
Small elephant shrews forage 
on the ground where they pick 
up fruits and seeds as well. 














SMALL LITTERS 

Females usually only have small litters, of one or 
two babies, but they can have several litters in a 
year. The babies are born fully furred. The 
young of giant elephant shrews stay in the nest 
for several days before they are strong enough to 
venture out, but small elephant shrew babies are 
out and about very soon after being born. 



> Pairs of rufous elephant 
shrews mark the edges of 
their territory with piles of 
dung. If one of them 
a neighbour of the same 
at a border, they will face 
each other, stand up on 
legs and walk stiffly, like 
clockwork toys, towards each 
Then, one of them usually gives 
and leaves the border area. If not, 
they will fight until one runs away. 



SENDING SIGNALS 



Pairs do not seem to spend much time together - they 
hunt alone, they patrol their territory alone, they even 
sleep in separate places. But they do keep in couch, 
and warn each other of danger by scent and sound. 
Some kinds of elephant shrew signal by drumming 
their feet on the ground, others slap their tails down. 



< y HOLES AND BURROWS 
The western rock elephant shrew, below, digs an 
underground burrow, but will use rodent holes if 
the ground is too hard. The short-snouted elephant 
shrew, left, lives in scrubland where the soil is soft. 



TERRITORIES 



Elephant shrews live together in pairs. Each pair has a 
territory which usually borders the home of another 
pair. They scent mark their home patch, using 
scent glands on their feet, chest or at the base 
of the tail. 

Some kinds of elephant shrew, 
like the rufous which lives in 
wooded savannahs in East Africa, 
have a network of trails which 
they spend a lot of time 
keeping clear. They can use 
these paths to cross their 
territories speedily. 






ESCAPING PREDATORS 



yPAST RUNNER 
Elephant shrews, 
like this golden- 
rumped one. can 
run surprisingly 
fast to avoid 
predators such as 
snakes and eagles. 



Like small antelopes, elephant shrews 
have two main ways of escaping from 
danger: relying on camouflage or running 
away. The golden-rumped elephant shrew 
lives in the coastal forests of Kenya where 
the forest floor is quite open, so it is easy 
to spot as it runs around. It seems to use 
its bright rump patch to make predators 
notice it from afar. That way, the elephant 
shrew can hear the sounds the predator 



makes as it spots a possible meal and can 
work out just how far away the danger is. 

If the predator is a safe distance away, 
the elephant shrew slaps its tail on the 
leaf litter every few seconds. This 
probably warns its mate, and also tells the 
predator that the elephant shrew knows 
it’s there and is ready to run. If the 
predator is too close for comfort, the 
small creature takes off at high speed. 





SIMBflSflyS 

Did you know that for 
some kinds of elephant 
shrews, being a skilled 
path clearer can be a 
life-saver. Imagine one 
of those little guys is 
being chased by a 
snake and he's tearing 
along one of his own 
paths when suddenly 
he comes smack up 
against a twig or a 
fallen fruit. What 
happens next? Either 
he trips or has to slow 
down to get past it 
and... well, you can 
guess what happens 
then. Grabl Swallow! 
End of little guy. 





WOW! 



Some forest elephant 
shrews are so careful 
about not giving 
themselves away to 
predators that they make 
their leafy nests in the 
early morning. The leaves 
are softened by dew at 
that time and so make 
very little noise. 





laughter "He really is after you!” 

“Aw, you’ve gotta do better than 
chat!” scoffed the disbelieving Mabu. 

Next moment, a sinister shadow 
was cast on to Mabu. He glanced up 
- and his biood ran cold. The great 
bird of prey was about to swoop. The 
meerkat knew that his life hung in 
Che balance. His oniy chance was a 
fallen, hollow tree crunk. It was 
closer than the burrow and offered 
the oniy possible cover. Mabu fled 
towards it as the winged hunter 
changed course to follow him. 

Down, down dropped the bird. 
Huncer and hunted seemed to reach 
the tree crunk at the same moment. 
Mabu dived for one end even as the 
eagle snatched at him. But the bird 
clawed up loose bark 
and rotting /"v-v 

wood. too. sjjl 



Ever so quietly. Mabu 
the Meerkat crept up 
behind his elder brother, 
Monty. Monty was standing 
on his hind legs, sunning 
himself near the family's burrow. 
While Monty watched for airborne 
danger, Mabu sprang forward and 
j playfully pushed 
him over. 

"Ha-ha! Guess 
who?” laughed the 
J^naughty Mabu. 

^ "1 don't have 

to." came the 
\ \A irritated reply. 

"Oh. Mabu. 

W ■ you are 

such a pain. 
j Can't you ever be good?" 

‘Tm good at being bad!" 
ceased Mabu. dancing noisily around 
his brother. “It's much more fun!" In 
fact, he liked nothing better chan 
getting up to mischief. It made Mabu’s 
day, but often made the days very 
tiresome for the rest of the long- 
^ suffering meerkat colony. 

Just then Mishka, Mabu’s 
sister, came to see what 



the commotion was about. When 
Monty told her, she frowned and 
wagged a paw at Mabu. 

“I want to see you staying out of 
trouble,” she said. 

But Mabu just grinned and began to 
dig frantically, sending a great shower 
of dry earth all over Mishka. 

“Ha! Now you 
won’t see me for 
dust!” Mabu 
squealed, racing 
away. “Can’t 
catch me-eeee!” 
Coughing and 
spluttering, angry 
Mishka raced 
after Mabu. So 
did Monty. But 
Just as they were closing in on him. 
Mabu tried another crick. He stopped 
dead in his cracks, then did his best to 
look alarmed while he pointed up into 
the clear blue sky above his siblings. 

“Watch out! Here comes the Sky 
Bandit!” Mabu yelled at them. 

The plan worked. Mabu's terrified 
brother and sister raced towards the 
safety of a tunnel entrance ahead. 

“Hurry, Mabu! Keep really 



close behind us!" they shrieked. 

The meerkats had every reason to 
run. The very words ‘Sky Bandit’ 
were enough to send a shudder 
throughout the colony. It was the 
meerkats’ nickname for a keen-eyed, 
ever-hungry eagle that dogged their 
colony. So far. there had been several 
narrow escapes but no victims. But 
every meerkat realized that sooner 
or later, one of them would perish. 

Monty and Mishka plunged into 
the tunnel, out of breath. When 
Mabu didn't follow, they turned and 
and were alarmed to see him rolling 
about on open ground, holding his 
sides and roaring with laughter. 

"Ha-ha-ha! Ho-ho! I sure fooled 
you scaredy-kats!” he yelled to his 
brother and sister. 

But it was Mabu who had been 
foolish, for his antics had attracted 
Che attention of real eagle eyes. The 
much-feared Sky Bandit, seeing a 
meal, now closed in for the kill. 

“Mabu. watch out! He is diving 
straight at you! Quick! You must 
take cover!" yelled Mishka. ^ 

“The Sky Bandit!" Monty 
added, puzzled at Mabu’s 
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digging in soft sand near the river. 

He sene a shower of it cascading 
over Timon and Simba. The lion’s 
sleepy growl was enough to make 
Mabu search For safer entertainment. 
He found it right by his feet. Where 
Mabu had scooped out a deep 
hollow in the sand lay a cluster of 
near-round objects. 

"Finder’s keepers!" yelled Mabu. 
happily picking one up. “Come on. 
Uncle Timon! Let’s play ball!” 

“I wish you would. Settle down 
until we’ve had a nice nap, huh?" 
said Timon, lazily opening an eye. 

Timon was not the only one to 
stir. Hidden by a shaded dip in the 
sand bank, a basking crocodile 
watched Mabu with sudden fury. The 
young meerkac had no idea that the 
’ball’ he was holding would lead to a 
very different game - a life-or-deach 
game of chase! 

Next week: Mabu’s antics 
NEARLY BRING DISASTER! 



Somehow, these wrapped around 
Mabu. protecting him from the 
eagle’s terrible talons. The whole 
meerkat colony watched, helpless, as 
Mabu was scooped up and carried 
off. Soon. Mabu was Just a speck. 

"Poor Mabu!" said Mishka sadly. 

"There’s nothing we can do to 
save him." added her .-j 

brother, grimly. 

But it often 1/4 

happens - Just 
when you’re \J 

down on your luck 
- that things take a ^ 
surprising turn for \^sm^ 

the better! PwW 

The Sky Bandit 
was flying 

over a 

river when there came a chilling ^ 
roar. “RRRAAAAAOWWWWWW!" 

It echoed across the wilderness, 
scattering antelope and startling all 
manner of other creatures, including 
the eagle carrying Mabu. For a split- 
second. the Sky Bandit’s great talons 
eased their grip. As bark and wood 
crumbled and fell, Mabu fell free. 

Meanwhile, Simba’s rough tongue 
licked his sore hide. Some stinging 
insect had bitten hard enough to 
make the lion roar out in pain. 

The ear-shattering sound so 
shocked Timon that he dropped a 
big. Wiggly grub and lost a tasty 



meal. Nearby, from a gooey mud 
bank. Pumbaa beckoned Simba. 

“What you need, king-cat. is an 
insect-proof mud pack," he called. 
"Take a tip and drop in beside me?" 

No sooner had Pumbaa spoken 
than Mabu did Just that, landing next 
to Pumbaa with a loud PLOP! 

The ooze 

provided a safe, soft 
landing. But as the 
r meerkat drew 

breath, he smelt a 
hideous stench. 

^ "Phe-ewww! Get 
me out of here!” he 
gasped, muddy 
from head to tail. 

Pumbaa looked 
totally bewildered. 

"Timon. is that you, little 
buddy?" he asked. “Don’t tell me 
that you've finally turned into a goo- 
loving guy!” 

Pumbaa felt two paws tugging on 
his tusks as Mabu pulled himself up 
on to the warthog’s head. 

"Mind if 1 come aboard?” asked 
Mabu. "Because this pongy mud is 
giving me a real sinking feeling.” 

Then Timon and Simba hurried 
closer to the mud bank to inspect 
the mystery arrival. 

“Huh? Well, if you’re not 
Timon, then who 






Sunset on the African plains is so 
lovely that it can take your breath 
away. Here's a v>&y to make a lamp to 
bring that beauty to your bedside! 












"Cut up three drinking straws to 
make nine 5cm-long pieces. Bend 
each one in the middie, as shown. 



-’QYOU WILL NEED 



wooden barbecue 
skewers/kebab sticks (about 
26 cm long) 

narrow, non-bend\' plastic 
drinking straws 



^Push a stick into each end of a 
bent straw, right up to the bend. 
Use a small length of sticky tape 
to fix the straws to the sticks. 
Repeat to make three triangles. 

Use sticky tape to join the ^ 
three triangles together at 
the top, middle and bottom 
of the sticks. The sides of the 
shape will have two sticks 
each, but the base will 
consist of single sticks. 



^Lay the frame on to coloured 
tissue or crepe paper and cut out 
paper triangles a little bigger 
than the frame. Glue the paper to 
the frame, holding the edges 
against the sticks until the glue 
dries. Cover all three sides. 



Torchlit Sunset 



I 






»5^To decorate the light, cut 
out lots of curvy coloured 
paper strips in red. orange, 
pink or mauve. Glue them 
on to the background to 
look like the sunset. 



f Repeat steps 7 and 8 for 
"the other two sides, drawing 
different silhouette shapes for 
each side. You could include 
other animals, birds, 
mountains or tropical plants. 



^^Draw round one side of the lamp 
on to black paper and cut out the 
triangle. Keeping the bottom edge 
straight, draw on the outlines of some 
grass, an acacia tree, a giraffe and a 
palm tree. Cut round the outline to 
create a silhouette (shadow) picture. 

^Glue the silhouette on to the lamp, 
matching its bottom line to the line of 
the lamp's base. Lay the lamp with 
the picture face down, then press on 
the silhouette from the inside to stick 
it firmly to the background paper. 










African Lampshade 

If you’d like to make a shade for a 
hanging light, it'sjust as easy to do. 
You’ll need to use a low 40-watt or 
60-watt bulb or your shade might scorch. 



^^Lay out 12 sticks in three squares, 
^ay out another six sticks in two 
triangles. Use 18 x 5cm-!ong bent 
straws to join the sticks together, taping 
them as in step 4 of the sunset iamp. 



_ 'Cover the frame 
as before, using lots 
of brightly coloured 
tissue or crepe 
paper. 



"Use sticky tape to Join 
the three squares firmly 
together, matching the 
corners, as shown. To 
complete the frame, tape 
one triangle shape to the 
top and one to the bottom 
matching up the corners. 



e 

on abstract shapes in 
boldiy coloured tissue 
or crepe paper. Or 
you can cut out black 
paper patterns, as 
before. Just use your 
imagination! 



three 20cm lengths of 
string together. Make a 
smail hoie, next to the 
sticks, in the centre of 
each upper edge. Knot 
the loose ends of the 
string through the holes, 
tying them round the 
sticks. Now ask an adult to 
help you fix up the 
lampshade! 



I 




LIFE IN A BAG ^ 

Certain kinds of African moths 
spend the first few months of j 
their lives in protecti>e bags 
that they make out of leaves. 



twigs, pieces of grass, even 
stones. In fact, the females 
never leave these bags. 

A tiny female moth caterpillar crawls out of 
a leafy bag which is attached to a South 
African wattle plant. Her mother laid over 
1000 eggs on the plant Just two weeks 
before. Like her brothers and sisters, the 
caterpillar, known as a bagworm, spins 
herself pathways of silk which she uses to 
make her way across the twigs, In this way 
she can find lots of Juicy leaves to feed on. 

After a few days she makes herself a 
home, biting off pieces of leaves and twigs 
and sticking them together with silk to 
make a snug bag. Protened by her leafy 
case, the bagworm can travel about more 
safely. When she reaches a tasty leaf, she 
stretches out of the bag and secures it 
against a twig with threads of silk so that it 
doesn't slip or blow away. Now she can get 
on with the business of feeding, 

Several weeks later she is fat and well 
fed. She fixes the bag to a twig, crawls in 
headfirst and spins herself a tube of silk in 
which she sleeps through the winter 
1 months. Then, as spring returns, she 
1 pupates and becomes an adult. But unlike 
other moths, she has no wings, legs or eyes. 

In faa, she looks like a maggot. She stays j | 
inside her bag and waits for a winged male 
to find her and mate with her. Once she has | 
laid her eggs, she dies and the eggs J 

develop in the safety of her bag. « 




'A ■ 



This bagworm 
makes its mobile 
home out of lengths 
of twig. Like the 
wattle bagworm, 
when it leans out of 
its bag to feed, it 
anchors the bag to a 
twig with silk which 
it makes itself. 












SOUTH AMERICA 



Snow-capped mountains, bleak deserts, thick rainporests, 
rolling grasslands - South America has everything you’d wish for 

IN A LANDMASS, INCLUDING SOME OF THE WORLD’S MOST AMAZING ANIMALS. 



PACIFIC 

OCEAN 



•<HERD FOR HEIGHTS 
The south-west is rugged 
and mountainous. There 
are high grasslands 
where guanacos roam. 



This triangular continent stretches 
7200km from the warm Caribbean in 
the north to the cold, windswept island 
of Tierra del Fuego in the south. A 
traveller going the whole distance would 
pass through 
a land of 
spectacular 



AGOUTI 



In the north lies the vast '* ^ 

Amazon river basin, cloaked in 
thick rainforest. The rain that soaks 
the thick forests drains eventually into 
the mighty Amazon river, Ac times 
even the Amazon cannot contain all the 
water and it floods into large parts of 
the surrounding forest. Fish swim 
among the submerged tree trunks, 
eating the seeds that fall from above. 



MATO 

HI.A 



'The mouth of the .\mazon 
r m 320km v ide." 

"I never thought I'd 
ever see a mouth 
blg. 9 er than 
coast, in yours." 

which case it 
would be 

mountains all the way. 

These mountains, the Andes, form 
the longest chain of mountains on Earth. 
Some of the peaks reach over 6000m and 
are always capped with snow, even in the 



ATLANTIC 

OCEAN 



Harpy eagles us« 
their huge feet 
and powerful 
talons to pluck 
monkeys from 



north of the continent, which lies in the 
hot tropics. The mountains look down 
on a number of high 
plateaux and shimmering I 
lakes, including the highest ; 
large lake in the world, 

Lake Titicaca. 



YHIGH PEAKS 
These 2600m-high 
granite peaks are 
part of the Andes 
in the south-west. 



LAKES 



South of the rainforest is a 
* w’ vast area of dry thorny scrub 
and low forest, known as Gran 
Chaco. This leads into open 
grasslands, called pampas. 

By the time a traveller reaches the far 
south of the continent, he is quite close to 
Antarctica, so of course it is much colder. 
On the wet, western side of the Andes, 
there are luxuriant mixed forests of beeches 
and conifers. On the east side, there is an 
immense plain, very dry and cold and 
covered with grass and low shrubs. And, 
finally, the continent runs out and ends in 
— a point in the cold and 

turbulent Southern Ocean. 



Falkland 



AHIGH AND DRY 
Halfway up the 
continent, among 
the Andes, there 
are high, dry 
regions where 
cacti thrive. 



When frightened, 
the fairy armadillo 
runs into Ks burrow 
and wedges itself 
there, like a cork in 
a bottle. 



Leaf-cutter ants 
carry leaves back to 
their nests and use 
them to make a 
fungal food. 








With their sharp 
teeth, a band of 
hungry piranhas 
can devour an 
animal in just a 
few seconds. 



^^“What would you 
' ' say if a how ler 
monkey wanted to 
speak to you?' 
“Hang on. I’m on 
another liana.” 



Mountains 
Most of the 
continent is 
covered in uplands 
and mountains. 
There are uplands 
in the north and 
east, and of course 
there are the Andes 



mountains running 
all the way down 
the west side. The 
highest peak is Mount Aconcagua, 
which is 6960m above sea level. The 
plateaux are home to herds of guanaco, 
chinchillas, spectacled bears and cougars. 

Forests 

The major part of the continent, 
especially the hot and wet part in the 
north, is covered with tropical rainforest. 



ATOP CAT 
The jaguar is top 
carrtivore over much of 
the continent, its 
name means, 'he who 
kills with one leap.' 

The vast rainforest that covers the 
Amazon basin is home to a greater 
variety of wildlife than any other place 
on Earth. There are toucans, macaws, 
monkeys, tapirs, tamanduas, jaguars and 
anaconda snakes. On the south-west 
coast, there are belrs of deciduous forests 
which look like those you'd see in 
Europe and North America. 

Rivers 

There are four main river systems in 
South America - the Amazon, 
Orinoco, Magdalena and Parana- 
Paraguay. The Amazon is not the 
longest river in the world, but it carries 
more water than any other. It begins 
life in the Andes and ends, 6400km 
later, in the Atlantic Ocean. 



Squirrel monkeys 
feel the cold, so 
they wrap their tails 
around their 
shoulders when 
they sleep. 



AGREAT LAKE 
Lake Titicaca is the 
highest lake in the 
world where ships can 
sail. It lies BStOm 
above sea level. 



► ALL FALL DOWN 
The Iguaqu falls has 
over 250 separate 
cascades falling over a 
3km-wide horseshoe- 
shaped brink. 




The Amazon river releases so much 
water into the sea chat l60km away 
from its mouth it is still possible to 
caste fresh water. 

Deserts 

South America's deserts form a 
narrow belt between the Andes and 
the waters of the Pacific. They are 
among the driest places on Earth, but 
unlike most ocher deserts, they are 
extremely cold. They are often 
covered with dense fogs and sea 
mists, but there is very little rainfall. 

Grasslands 

Where rainfall is low, even for just 
part of the year, chick forests cannot 
grow. Instead open grassland, or 
grassland with scattered trees and 
shrubs, thrives. There are areas of this 
kind to the north, south-east and 
south of the Amazon rainforest. The 
Pampas in the south is home to deer, 
foxes, anteaters, armadillos and many 
different kinds of rodents. 



Agreen grass 

South America has 
vast areas of 
grassland, such as 
this one in the 
north-east. 




YJUNGLE 
The Amazon 
jungle is the 
largest area of 
rainforest in 
the world. 














There once \»as a hippo called Brat 
Vv’ho«e appelile made him grow - - 
Hi« enormous great bellv 

Would Mobble like 

Till one da^’ it burst with a ‘SPLAT’! 



Zazu is giv ing Simba a lesson on how to 
make up rhymes. The Hrst thing the cub 
has to do is to find words that rhyme. Ibr 
example, 'fl\ ‘ and “pie‘. 

The puzzles on this page w ill all help 
Simba w ith his rhyming. 



RHY.MING 

The answer to all these dues 
Can you work out what th^- 
1 .A large bod\ of w ater. 



Z.AZU'S LIMERICKS 

Zazu has made up some limericks, 
he has left two words out of the 
second one. What words should 
Simba use to fill in the blanks? 

There was a \oung lion called Taine 
Who spent hours preening his mane; 

He nw his daws 

And brushed up his paws 

So the rest of the pride called him ‘Vain’ 












WHArS so FUNNY? 

The punchline to this Joke is *A do.g!' To find out what the 
rest of the Joke is, take the groups of letters and place 
them in the correct order in the grid. Two groups of 
letters are already put in place to help you. 

WEARS ALL«S 

INTER •COAT 

AND*P UMMER 

A •FUR ALL*W 



•JOKE TIME 

Zazu told Simba a rhyming.joke to make 
him laugh."\\1jats the difTcrence between an 
angry audience and a cow with a sore throat?' 
“One boos madl\ and the other moos badl\!" 



Simba then tried to tell Zazu some Jokes 
but he kept on forgetting the punchlines. 
Can you work out what the\' should be? 



'What’s the difference between a butcher 
and someone who can't sleep?" 

"One weighs a steak and the other„" 



’What's the difference between a lighthouse 
keeper and a thief?" 

"One watches seas and the other._" 
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Toktokkie 
THE Beetle 



a he time has come," Tok the 

beetle said to himself, "to find 
myself a wife. Now that it is 
spring, I would like a friendly spouse 
and lots of little Toklets." He mused 
on this for awhile and then added, "Of 
course, the difficulty is finding one. I 
don't know any other beetles who 
could introduce me to a lady beetle. 
I'm just going to have to run around 
looking for her and hope I am lucky." 

He picked himself up and started to 
ivalk, stopping here and there to 

nibble on a blade of gtass, all the 
while keeping a look out for 
monkeys or birds that 
might want him 
for a snack. 



By the time night had fallen, he was 
exhausted and settled himself in the 
warm sand for a rest. 

"I could go on like this for ages and 
never find anyone," he moaned. "How 
can I send a message to other beetles - 
wherever they may be - that I want to 
find a mate?" 

The next day he wriggled through 
the sand to a stone from where he 
hoped he might view his surroundings 
better. As he stood on the stone, a bee 
flew past. "He's an insect,” thought 
Tok. “Perhaps he has an insecty way of 
finding a mate. Hello!" he called out 
to the bee. 

“Very busy, very busy!” replied the 
bee. ‘Tve just had a message to tell me 
where there are hundreds of flowers 
with loads of pollen." 

“How did you get the message?" 

Tok asked excitedly. 

"The way we always do!" replied the 
bee. And when he saw Tok’s puzzled 
look, he continued, "The bee that 
found the flowers did a dance for us to 
show us where to go." 

“Did a dance!” Tok said, amazed. 

"Yes," replied the bee. “Now 1 must 
buzz off I have hundreds of flowers to 
visit to collect nectar - no time to 
stop." And off he flew. 



"Do YOU KNOW 
HOW THE 

Toktokkie 
BEETLE GOT HIS 
NAME? Listen to 

THIS STORY." 





‘Tve never tried to dance. Perhaps 
there are lady beetles hidden away 
nearby who will come out and watch 
me if I dance. Perhaps I’m quite a 
good dancer and never knew it.” 

With that, Tok started to lift his six 
legs off the ground - in sequence, not 
all at the same time - but, before he 
knew it, he had fallen over. He got up 
and tried again. As he tried out 
different steps, Tok made a tap-tap- 
tapping sound on the rock, 
did nor feel confident 



about his dancing — it left a lot to be 
desired somehow. But he persisted and 
then, suddenly, he noticed a lady 
beetle looking up at him. 

‘‘Oooh, did you see me dancing?" 
he asked. 

“No,” she said, "but you were 
making a tapping noise as if you were 
beating a drum. It sounded like ‘tok, 
tok, tok'. I came to see what was 
happening." 

“Why, Tok is my name!” exclaimed 
the excited beetle. “I'm glad you heard 
it. Would you like to walk with me 
across the sand?” 

"I would,” replied the lady beetle. 
“And perhaps you could make that 
drumming sound for me again." 

And so Tok found his wife. And 
since then, other similar beetles have 
taken up the idea and make 
the tapping sound to 
attract mates which has 
earned them the name 
of ‘Toktokkie’. 
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RHYME TIME 

Cate/snske; carroi/parroi; easel/weasel: logifrog: 
hat/bai; house/mouse; pear/hare: key/bee; nail/snait 
and dish/fish. 

Zazu's Limericks: Fat and jelly. 

Rhyming Words: I lake: 2 ache; 3 Jake: 4 rake; 

5 make: 6 bake: 7 fake and 8 wake. 

What's So Funny?: What wears a fur coat all 
winter and pants all summer? A dogi 
Word Unk: 1 Ouiside/sideways. 2 Secondhand/ 
handsome. 3 Fullstop/stopwatch. 4 Father/hetring. 

S Before/forehead. 6 Backward/wardrobe. 

7 Cartot/rotten. 

Joke Time: 1 One weighs a steak and the other 
stays awake! 2 One watches seas and the other 
seizes watchesi 





